Chapter 1: Introduction to the CCMP
The CCMP is written for the benefit of the public - the people who live around
Buzzards Bay, those who visit the region, and anyone who uses or benefits from the
Bay. The CCMP is directed at various target audiences and includes specific
recommendations for the public and for federal, state, and local agencies.
The municipalities around Buzzards Bay are a major target audience for actions in the
CCMP. This is because nonpoint sources of pollution and cumulative impacts caused
by growth and development (including pathogen contamination and nitrogen loading)
are leading cause of habitat loss and water quality degradation in much of the Bay;
these impacts must be managed and controlled locally. The state and federal
governments have limited authority and capacity to deal with problems of this kind.
The future of Buzzards Bay rests with the communities and their ability to control the
quality of their environment.
Among the municipalities in the Buzzards Bay region, New Bedford is beset with a
special set of problems. One feature of Buzzards Bay demography is that 60% of the
population within the drainage basin resides within the greater New Bedford area. The
dense development and intense industrial activity in and around New Bedford has
resulted in a highly contaminated estuary. Solutions to New Bedford's problems will
require close coordination and cooperation between the city and state and federal
agencies. Some of the pollution from New Bedford affects mainly that city and adjacent
towns. For these reasons an entire chapter focuses on the special needs and problems
faced by New Bedford. For the most part, however, the CCMP focuses primarily on
non-point and cumulative pollution impact issues outside the greater New Bedford
area allowing state and federal efforts to address the Superfund site cleanup and the
Sewage Treatment Wastewater Facility ongoing siting and upgrade.

Management Plan Organization
This Management Plan is organized into chapters on significant issues. Chapter 2
describes the history of the Project and Management Plan; Chapter 3 covers salient
features of the Bay and its surrounding drainage basin; and Chapter 4 describes the
scientific findings of the Project, particularly the characterization of pollution sources
in the Bay. Chapter 5 contains the action plans; Chapter 6 highlights the special needs
of New Bedford; Chapter 7 assesses various strategies for land-use management; and
Chapter 8outlines the Buttermilk Bay case study. Chapter 9 presents a strategy for how
the action plans should be implemented; and the index, glossary, and appendixes
facilitate the use of this document.
In August 1991, representatives of EPA and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
signed a pledge of commitment to support the goals of the Buzzards Bay Management
Conference, to restore and protect environmental quality, and to implement the
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan. The pledge underscores the
long-term commitment to the vision of a clean Bay for future generations.

Final 8/91

Pledge for

BUZZARDS BAY
WE, the undersigned,find and declare that Buzzards Bay is an important natural resoume that provides
incomparable beauty and significant mmtional and commercial
benefits;

The Bay's living resources, water qualiband aesthetic charsacter have
M e m i b m rapid development and other human uses; and
Restoration and protection of the Bay% environmental quality require
focused management by a partnershipof Federal, State and local
governments, affected industries, academia, and the public

WE therefore pledge to support the goals of the B

d Bay

Management Conference and we commit to restore and protect the
environmental quality of Bulzards Bay through the implementation of
the ComprehensiveConsemtion and Management Phn

Dated this 16th day of August, 1991

