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The coastal lobster  f ishery of Massachusetts continues t o  be the most 
- 

economically important s ing le  f ishery conducted w i th ln  the t e r r l t o r l a l  
waters o f  the Commonwealth. 

Each passing year f inds the lobster  f ishery  becoming even more complex, 
involv ing far-reaching b io log ica l ,  socio logical  and economic considerations. 

A moratorium now l i m i t s  the issuance o f  coastal lobster  permits t o  
1,300 per year, w i th  renewal preference given t o  fishermen who he ld  a 
v a l i d  permit f o r  t ha  p r i o r  year, ac tua l l y  lobstered durfng t h a t  year, and 
f i l e d  a completed catch report. There I s  a lso a provision f o r  the issuance 
o f  an addi t ional  130 permits t o  those who can dsmonstrate t o  the sa t i s fac t ion  
o f  ?he Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission t h a t  they would suffer a sub- 
s tan t ia l  hardship If the penni t  were not  granted t o  them. 

This repor t  const i tu tes  the eleventh such annual presentat ion of  
coastal lobster s t a t l s t l c s  i n  a standardized format. I t  has been prepared 
by personnel of the Div is ion 's  c m e r i c a l  f isher ies  s t s t f s t f c s  project ,  
financed j o i n t l y  by s ta te  and federal funds under the  Commercial Fisher ies 
Research and Development Act o f  1964, Publ ic  Law 88-309. 

The coastal lobstenen o f  Massachusetts, commercial and non-cormrercial, 
potmen and/or divers, have provided the data included here through t h e i r  
annual catch reports. They deserve a special thanks, as do the Div is ion 
personnel who assisted i n  processing and preparing the wealth of  mater ia l  
t h  i s repor t  represents. 

SOURCE OF DATA 

No person may f i s h  fo r  o r  take lobsters o r  ed ib le  crabs 
water o r  land the same i n  the Commonwealth without a permit 
the Director ,  D iv is ion o f  Marine Fisheries (Chapter 130, G.L 

i n  coastal 
issued by ., Section 381. 

Chapter 130, G.L., Section 33, requires any person so I 
f i l e  an annual repor t  of h i s  catch by January 31 f o r  the pre 
ca I endar year. License renewa I app I l ca t lon  and catch repor t  
mailed t o  l lcensees a t  the end of  the calendar year. 

icensed t o  
ced 1 ng 

forms are 

The reports requ i r e  the f o l  lowing i nformation: penni+teesf name, 
address and permanent lobster number; method(s1 used, (pots and/or d iv ing);  
numbers, types and cur rent  value of gear used; percent t h a t  gear was used 
spec 1 f lca l I y f o r  lobster  i ng; numbers/poundo of lobsters taken and vs l ue 
i f  sold; pr inc ipa l  por t (s1 of landing. Pro jec t  personnel sort ,  e d i t  and 
tabulate a l l  reports. 

S t a t i s t i c s  presented i n  t h t s  booklet are  based on reports received, 
and are not expanded t o  the 100$ level.. 



EXPLANATION OF TABLES 
AREA 

2. 

S t a t i s t i c s  are repo r t - f o r  the county i n  which the catch was landed. 
Data was placed i n  the county category o f  "other" when the county of 
landing could not  be determined. 

FISHERMAN CLASSIFICATION 

Massachusettst coastal lobster f i shennsn fa I l i n to  t h m  d i s l i n c t  
categories, wi th a spec i f ic  l icense f o r  each: fu l l - t ime commercial 
($100), seasonal commercial ($251, and non-commercial ($15). For 
s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes they are classed as "regularn, wcasualw, and 
"other", respectively. They are fur ther sub-classed according t o  
t h e i r  method o f  f ish ing:  potmen, divers, o r  combination potmen- 
divers. 

$100 Commercial Coastal Lobster Permit e n t i t l e s  the licensee t o  
use any number o f  pots and/or dive, t o  s e l l  h i s  catch and t o  f i s h  

. w i t h i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters throughout the calendar year. The Ifcense 
could be taken i n  h i s  name o r  i n  the name o f  h i s  boat, i n  which 
l a t t e r  case anyone aboard the boat could ass is t  him w i th  no other 
licenses required. 

A $25 Seasonal Lobster Permit allows the licensee t o  use up to 
25 pots from June 15 through September 15 and se l l r t he  catch. Diving 
i s  not allowed, and t h i s  permit i s  issued t o  fu l l - t ime students only. 

The $15 Non-Commercial lobster p e n l t  authorizes the holder t o  
f i s h  for, take and land lobsters f o r  consumption by himself o r  h i s  
immediate family only. The licensee could use up t o  ten pots and/or 
d ive lobsters but  could not s e l l  h i s  catch. 

VALUES 

The value o f  the catch i s  determined by the  p r i ce  received by the 
fishennen. When lndlv idual  value was omltted, an average p r i ce  f o r  
t ha t  area was applied t o  the poundage l is ted.  

Gear values were calculated on the basis o f  the  f ishemants 
estimate o f  i t s  current  value and the percentage of  i t s  use specific- 
a l l y  f o r  lobstering. Average gear values f o r  the county were applied 
when data was omltted. 

The average value o f  pots from a l l  areas ca  
pot. This includes the value of the buoys and I 
was obtained from the a a s t a l  Lobster lnvest igat  

mbined was $25 per 
i s .  This f igure 
Ion Project. 
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I )  There were 10,475 coastal lobster  l icenses o f  a l l  types issued i n  1978: 
1,368 fu l l - t ime  commercial, 192 seasonal comnercial, and 8,915 non-commercial. 

2) O f  a t o t a l  o f  8,918 lobster  f Ishermen report lng, 3,282 reported they d i d  
no t  lobster  during 1978. 

31 A t o t a l  o f  7,028,598 pounds of  lobsters were reported landed. O f  these 
commercial fishermen ( regular  and casual) landed 6,729,745 pounds of lobsters 
which they sold f o r  512,748,445. 

4) Regu l a r  f ishemen comprised 22.5% of the t o t a l  number of lobstemen 
reported f i shl ng, se t  92% of the pots and landed 95% o f  the  t o t a  l pounds o f  
lobsters taken. 

5 Non-comnerc i a l ("other" f i shernen comprised 75% of  a I I f i shermen and 
landed 4s of the  t o t a l  catch i n  pounds. 

6) Divers comprised 325 o f  the f i shennen repor t ing  and landed on l y I % of 
the  t o t a  l poundage reported. 

7 )  I n  t o t a l  pounds of lobsters landed, Essex County ranked f i r s t ,  Plymouth 
County second,' and Suffol k County th i rd .  

8 )  I n ' to ta l  numbers o f  repor t ing f ishenen, Essex County ranked f i r s t  w i th  
2,003, PI ymouth County second w i th  1,432 and Barnstab l e  County t h i r d  w i th  
845. 

9) Pots were valued a t  $6,436,490; d iv ing  gear a t  8770,818;'and boats of 
a1 I types a t  $14,247,909; y ie ld ing  a t o t a l  gear value of $21,455,177. 
Combining t h a t  w i th  the value o f  the lobsters sold $12,748,445 gives a t o t a l  
f ishery value of $34,203,622. 

The reader i s  referred t o  Tab l es 1 - 15 f o r  deta i led s t a t i s t i c s .  
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TABLE 1 

COMPARISON OF SELECTED COASTAL LOBSTER STATISTICS 

1973 - 1978 

Licenses l ssued 9,048 9,688 9,744 9,637 10,072 10,475 
. '  

Licensees Fishlng 4,906 4,405 5,645 5,638 5,713 5,636 

Lobsters Landed ( I bs. ) 3,680,554 3,882,535 5,203,315 5,053,453 5,765,530 7,028,598 

Value, Lobsters Sold $5,092,988 $5,515,851 . $8,827,005 $8,270,520 $10,136,748 $12,748,445 

Tota I F i shery Va l ue* $11,138,352 $12,049,535 $21,011,917 $21,907,174 $26,344,272 $34,203,622 

Pots Fished 169,749 156,987 213,468 240,035 236,796 257,458 

Avera~e Catch' ( I bs. 
A I I -F i shermen 750 88 1 922 806 1 ,009 1,247 

Reg. F i shermen 3,847 4,173 4,078 3,925 4,554 5,274 

Casual Fishermen 200 159 183 189 21 1 242 

Other F i  shermen 65 6 1 67 65 75 7 1 

Avg. Catch/Pot ( Ibs.  1 21.3 22.8 24.4 20.9 24.3 27.5 

Avg. Price/ ( Ibs.) 148.64 150.2C 179.9C 173. W 186.6~ 189.4C 

Avg. Wt./Lobster ( Ibs.) 1.14 1.27 1.31 1.20 1.19 1.19 

*Includes value o f  lobsters sold, current  value of boats, pots, d i v ing  gear. 

, I . 1 



Number and Types of Lobster Licenses Issued i n  1978 

$100 Commercial (coastal 1,368 

$25 Seasonal 1 92 

$15 Non-Cmerc ia l  8,915 

TOTA L 10,475 

TABLE 3 

Status of  Licensees F i l i n q  Catch Reports f o r  1978 

L i censees Report i ng 8,918 

Licensees Fishing: 

$100 Commercial 1 ,  269 

$25 Seasonal 155 

$15 Non-Commercial 

TOTAL 5,636 

Licensees Not Fishing: 

$100 Comnercial 

$25 Seasona l 

$15 Non-Commercia l 

5 9 

27 

3, I96 - 
TOTAL 3,282 

TABLE 4 

Total Value o f  Massachusetts Coastal Lobster Fishery; 1978" 

Gear : 

Pots 

Diving Gear 

Boats 

Lobster Sold 

TOTAL 



TABLE 5 

NUMeER OF F I SHERMEN 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

1978' 

DIVERS 6 I 
WCMAN.DIVERS I 1 

I 
SUB TOTAL 1 29 6 1 3 1 

CASUAL 
POTMEN 15 3 6 
DIVERS I I 
POTMAN -DIVE AS I 

> E 

sun- TOTAL . 15 _ 3 6 
OTHEll 

YOTUEN I 
DIVERS 

SUB- TOTAL 70 1 142 7 7 . 
TOTAL I 

COUNTIES 

NANTUCKET 1 NORFOLK 
j TOTAL . 



TABLE 6 

N W F R  OF LOBSTERS LANDED 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

REGULAR 

SUB- TOTAL 

CASUAL 
NITMEN 
DIVERS 

SUB-TOTAL. 

- SUd- TO TAL - 
TOTAL 

COUNTlES 

ESSEX I NANTUCKET ( NORFOLK 
, TOTAL ' 



TABLE 7 

f'OWDS Of  LOeSTER LANCED 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

FSHESBMAN COUNTIES 

CLASSIFKATIOAI MRUSTAIKC OA(tTO& W K E S  ESS6X NMlrUCKCT NORlFLKK PLVMOUTH ~ O L U  

HEGUUR I 
POI-MEW 2 8 . 4  76.455 2.780.947 24.065 1,267,066 1.108,918 471,891 
OIVELW 



. . 
TABLE 8 

FX-VESSEL VALUE OF LOBSTERS LANOED 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 



TABLE 9 

N W R  OF POTS Fl  SHED 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

REGULAR 
POTMEN 

SW-TOTAL 2 3 , 2 6 4  ( 1 1 , 8 5 9  ( 3,538 
CASUAL I I 

POT MEN 230 63 80 
DIVERS 
MTUANQIVERS 

s 
I 

SUE- TOTAL. 230 1 63 1 80 
OTHER 1 I 1 

* Bused oo annual reports Pled by jWtmttan 

COUNTIES 

ESSEX I NAUTUCUET I NOAFOLU 
-1 OTHER ; TOTAL 



TABLE 10 

VALUE OF POTS FISHED 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

COUNTIES 

TOTAL ESSEX NANTUCKET NO#lFOLU 1 PLYMOUTH 

REGULAR 
F O ~ ~ N  551.600 

OTHER 

TOTAL I ssw 



TABLE I I 

VALUE OF DIVING GEAR 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

FISMERMAN , 
COUNTIES 

CLASS'FMXT'ON BARNSTABLE BRlSTOL 

POTMEN 
InVERs 

TOTAL 

* 1.)usnl OJI urirrual reports filed by fisherr~run oiukh d hh. ~b)ulr I 



TABLE 12 

NUMBER OF INBOAFFD BOATS 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 



TABLE 13 

VALUE O f  INBOARD BOATS 

FISHERMAN 
CLASSIFICATION 

REGULAR 
POTMEN. 

SUB- TOTAL 

CASUAL 

POTMEN 
DIVERS 

COTWAN-DIVERS 

SUB- TOTAL 

TOTAL 

I N  MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

I 

I 

BARNSTABLE 1 DRISTOL I WKES 

COUNTIES 

PLVMWTH I WFFOLK I OTHER 
TOTAL 



TABLE 14 

N w  OF OUTBOARD 6 NON-POWER BOATS 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

REGULAR 
MIMEN 7 4 I 27 14 236 

TOTAL 
4 34 I 135 I 7 9 866 



TABLE 15 

VALUE OF OUTBOARD d NON-POWER BOATS 

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY 

COUNTIES 

NANTUCKET ( NORFOLK 

REGULAR 1 1 I . . - - - - . 

PONEW. (127,528 (34,322 1 14,230 
DIVERS 1 9.782 1 I 

CASUAL I 1 -I-- p 

SUB. TOTAL 10,650 8,400 3,655 
OTHER - 

MTMEN 110,731 51,155 29,067 
DIVERS 24,538 275 800 
POTMAN-DIVERS I I .04 5 4.680 135 

* Bused on annual reports filed by fislrertnun 




